PY  T531*2 

Commonwcolth  of  Pcni>sy Ivotiio 
GOVERNOR'S  OFEICE 

EXECUTIVE  ORDER 


SUPJtC  T ^ ^ -7 

■u  -r  ^ 1^'  (?c 


c '7^^ 


ommission  to  Study  and  Evaluate  the  Consequences 
of  the  Incident  at  Three  Mile  Island 


1979-3 


/ 


D A T € 

May  14,  1979 

niSTPiBUTlON 

B 

^ ' 

Ft  > t ' ' B 1 c ■*  I ' ' 

Dick  T 

hornbu 

r/Ktr'^^vernor 

WHEREAS,  our  Commonwealth  has  undergone  an  unprecedented  crisis  as 

the  rej 

;ult  of  od 

eurrences  at 

Three  Mile  Island  nuclear  power  plant  near  Middletown,  Pennsylvania;  Vid, 
WHEREAS,  the  precise  consequences  of  these  occurrences  remain  unknown;  and. 


/ 


WHEREAS,  the  ascertainment  of  such  consequences,  and  the  facts  surrounding  the  incident,  as  precisely 
as  possible,  is  necessary  to  protect  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  region  and  , to  take  every 
possible  precaution  against  a recurrence  of  such  an  incident;  and. 


WHEREAS,  it  is  imperative  that  the  best  possible  civil- defense  and  emergency  preparedness  capacity 
be  maintained  to  respond  to  any  such  future  crisis,  if  necessary;  and, 

WHEREAS,  this  incident  may  involve  possible  health  consequences,  physical  and  psychological,  of  a 
type  and  duration  not  now  known;  and. 


WHEREAS,  this  incident  may  involve  adverse  environmental  consequences  of  a nature,  extent,  and 
duration  not  now  known;  and. 


WHEREAS,  this  incident  has  occasioned  economic  loss  and  harm  to  our  Commonvvealth  and  its  citizens, 
of  an  extent  and  duration  yet  to  be  fully  ascertained;  and, 

WHEREAS,  the  Governor  has  an  obligation  to  protect  the  health,  safety,  and  well-being  of  the  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  utmost  of  his  powers  and  abilities;  a’nd, 

WHEREAS,  public  safety,  health,  well-being,  and  confidence  require  that  the  consequences  of  the 
incident  at  the  Three  Mile  Island  facility  be  ascertained  with  the  greatest  precision  possible. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  Dick  Thornburgh,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  do 
hereby  establish  a Commission  to  Study  and  Evaluate  the  Consequences  of  the'lncident  at  Three  Mile 
Island  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "Commission"),  as  hereinafter  set  forth: 

1.  Purpose  of  the  Commission.  The  Commission  is  established  to  ascertain,  as  precisely  as 
possible: 


a.  The  consequences  of  the  incident  at  Three  Mile  Island  and  any  facts  surrounding  the 
incident  which  may  be  germane; 

b.  The  adequacy  of  preparedness  and  response  by  all  parties  involved,  including  local  and 
state  government,  and  the  nature  and  adequacy  of  interaction  with  the  federal  government,  during  the 
crisis  period  following  the  incident; 
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c.  The  existence,  nature,  and  extent  of  healtli  effects,  (ihysical  or  [)svcholocjica1,  to  any 
portion  of  the  populace  as  a result  of  the  incident; 

d.  The  existence,  nature,  extent,  and  duration  of  any  adverse  environmental  consequences 
as  a result  of  the  incident;  and 

e.  The  nature  and  extent  of  economic  loss  and  harm  to  the  Commonwealth  and  its 
citizens  occasioned  by  the  incident. 

2.  Functions  of  the  Comm’ission.  The  Commission  shall; 

a.  Seek  and  obtain  from  all  available  sources  such  information,  written  or  testimonial, 
technical  or  lay,  as  may  be  necessary  to  fulfill  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  created; 

b.  Analyze,  assess,  and  evaluate  all  such  information  and  make  recommendations  on 
what,  if  any,  precautions  and  remedies  may  be  appropriate  in  view  of  the  incident,  including: 

(1)  Changes  in  relevant  laws,  regulations,  and  procedures; 

(21  Changes  in  the  administration  and  enforcement  of  relevant  laws,  regulations,  and  _ 

procedures; 

(3)  Changes  in  civil  defense  plans  and  emergency  preparedness; 

(4)  Health,  tests  and  precautions,  and  obtaining  necessary  funding  for  same;  and 

(5)  Economic  aid  and  relief,  and  sources  of  funding  for  same. 

c.  Cooperate  and  coordinate,  to  the  extent  possible,  with  other  responsible  commissions 
and  committees  conducting  similar  reviews  and  assessments. 

3.  Appointment  of  Members,  a.  The  Commission  shall  consist  of  fourteen  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  as  follows: 

(1)  The  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  will  serve  as  Chairman; 

(2)  The  Secretary  of  Environmental  Resources;- 

(3)  The  Secretary  of  Health; 

(4)  The  Secretary  of  Revenue; 

(5)  The  Secretary  of  Commerce; 

(6)  The  Secretary  of  Community  Affairs; 

(7)  The  Secretary  of  Public  Welfare; 

(8)  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture;  and 

(9)  Six  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  persons  knowledgeable  about 
nuclear  science  and  medicine,  emergency  preparedness,  and  economic  analyses. 
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b.  Citizen  nnembers  of  the  Commission  shall  not  be  compensated  for  their  services  but 
shall  be  entitled  to  reimbursement  for  expenses  necessarily  incurred,  in  accordance  with  procedures 
established  by  the  Governor's  office. 

c.  Commonwealth  officials  serving  on  the  Commission  shall  do  so  as  part  of  the  perfor- 
mance of  their  duties  in  their  respective  areas  of  responsibility  and  expertise. 

4.  Process  and  Procedure  of  the  Commission. 

a.  The  Commission  shall  adopt  such  rules  of  procedure  and  operation,  hold  such  hearings, 
and  receive  such  reports  and  evidence  as  may  be  necessary  and  desirable  to  fulfill  the  purposes  and 
perform  the  functions  for  which  it  is  created. 

b.  The  Commission  may  use  the  resources  of  the  Office  of  State  Planning  and  Develop- 
ment and  such  other  staff  and  support  resources  as  the  Chairman  determines  are  necessary. 

c.  The  Commission  shall  make  such  report  or  reports  to  the  Governor  as  are  appropriate 

and  feasible. 

d.  The  Commission  shall  make  every  effort  to  complete  its  work  within  six  months. 
Upon  completion,  the  Commission  sh^ll  cease  to  function  and  this  Order  is  thereafter  rescinded. 
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